IS    POLAND    LOST ?

ment that the nationalistic literary trend was led
by a woman, the authoress Eliza Orzeszkowa.
Boleslaw Prus and Henryk Sienkiewicz, who later
achieved international fame as the author of
Quo Vadis ?, followed in her footsteps.

Another woman, Hedwig Luszczewska, who
wrote under the pseudonym 'Deotyma', started
a salon in Warsaw to foster the national spirit
both in life and literature, and Polish literature
began to bear the impress of passionate patriotism.
Hedwig was the daughter of a General who had
earned distinction in the service of the Tsar, and
this fact gave her a certain advantage. But the
Tsarist police and the army of spies they main-
tained were on the alert and a time came when
the leader of the patriotic salon was obliged to
employ the cunning strategy which decades of
oppression had taught her race. In order to allay
the rising suspicion of the Russian authorities,
Hedwig one day invited the Governor of the city
to attend a gathering at her house. News of the
invitation caused great bitterness among some of
her compatriots, owing to an obvious misinterpre-
tation. However, the Governor came, listened to
one or two French chansons, a performance on the
piano and the recital of a few sentimental poems,
and deciding that these gatherings were only for
harmless entertainment ceased to keep them under
observation. Actually, Hedwig Luszczewska's salon
was not only an intensely nationalistic literary
centre from which impassioned patriotic poetry
\?as radiated to the masses, but also the head-
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